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“Glory to God and Peace on Earth!”

The Message of the International Ecumenical Peace Convocation

17—25 May 2011, Kingston, Jamaica

I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may
grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being
with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell
in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted
and grounded in love. (Ephesians 3: 16-17)

We understand peace and peacemaking as an indispensable part of
our common faith. Peace is inextricably related to the love, justice and free-
dom that God has granted to all human beings through Christ and the work
of the Holy Spirit as a gift and vocation. It constitutes a pattern of life that
reflects human participation in God’s love for the world. The dynamic nature
of peace as gift and vocation does not deny the existence of tensions, which
form an intrinsic element of human relationships, but can alleviate their
destructive force by bringing justice and reconciliation.

God blesses the peacemakers. Member churches of the World Council of
Churches (WCC) and other Christians are united, as never before, in seeking
the means to address violence and to reject war in favor of “Just Peace” — the
establishment of peace with justice through a common response to God’s
calling. Just Peace invites us to join in a common journey and to commit
ourselves to building a culture of peace.

We, nearly 1,000 participants from more than 100 nations, called
together by the WCC, have shared the experience of the International Ecu-
menical Peace Convocation (IEPC), a gathering of Christian churches and
inter-religious partners dedicated to the pursuit of Peace in the community,
Peace with the Earth, Peace in the marketplace and Peace among the peoples.
We met on the campus of the University of the West Indies (Mona) near
Kingston, Jamaica from 17 through 25 May 2011. We are profoundly grateful
to our hosts in Jamaica and throughout the Caribbean region who generously
have provided a rich and spacious setting for fellowship and growth in God’s
grace. By the very fact that we met on the site of a former sugar plantation,
we were reminded of the injustice and violence of slavery and colonialism
and of the forms of slavery that still plague the world today. We have been
informed by the severe challenges of violence in this context as well as the
brave involvement of churches in order to meet those challenges.
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